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The 1965 Selma marches were pivotal events in the Civil Rights Movement, bringing
international attention to the brutality of racist segregation and amplifying Alabama's denial of
voting rights to African Americans. Herron's powerful photographs convey not just the
political but the personal impact of this momentous struggle.

Herron's photographs have appeared in virtually every major picture magazine in the
world. Based in Mississippi in the early 60's, he covered the Civil Rights struggle for Life,
Look, Time, Newsweek, and the Satur‘da}r Evening Post, as well as providing pictures for the
Student Monviclent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). His photographs are in the permanent
collections of the George Eastman House, the Smithsonian Institution, the High Museum of
Art, and the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture.

The historical importance of Selma’s 50th anniversary is magnified by the current
resurgence of the movement to challenge the anti-Black racism that permeates our society,
including the recent attacks on voting rights that include the Supreme Court’s 2013 gutting of
the Voting Rights Act and the passage of voter suppression 1D laws across the country,

Exhibition on view:
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Fighting Voter Suppression

Selma, Alabama was known as one of the most intransigent communities in the South when
it came to voting rights. In 1963 less than 1% of blacks were registered to vote, as opposed
to 65% of whites. The Student Nonviclent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) one of the
most important organizations of the Civil Rights Movement, began voter registration classes
in Selma that year. Many blacks who attempted to register were shocked with cattle prods,
and attacked by Sheriff Jim Clark and his posse of deputies. As added intimidation, their
pictures were published in the local newspaper. Despite this harassment, several thousand
people were arrested in the campaign. But the federal government paid little attention. But
in January, 1965 shortly after receiving the Mobel Peace Prize, Martin Luther King and the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) launched a major voter registration
drive in Selma. Scores of black citizens trooped to the courthouse where they faced violence
and arrest, but this time the attention of the nation was focused on Selma. Within days |00
black teachers, the elite of the community, joined the demonstrations, then King went to jail
where he was soon joined by 800 school children, and hundreds of adults.

Martin Luther King leads the March, Matt Herron @ 965

Bloody Sunday

The following month, Jimmie Lee Jackson, a voting-rights activist, was shot and killed by a
state trooper during a march in nearby Marion, Alabama, while attempting to defend his
mother and 82-year-old grandfather. From Jackson's murder and funeral arose the idea of
carrying black grievances to the seat of power in a fifty mile march from Selma to the
Capitol in Montgomery. King announced the march for the following Sunday, but was not
himself present when 600 marchers crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge leaving 5elma and

were met by clubs, tear gas and troopers on horseback.
Source: takestockphotos.com



Turnaround Tuesday

Scenes of this violence on the evening news galvanized the entire nation. Hundreds of Americans
from all walks of life converged on Selma. Following the "Bloody Sunday” confrontation, a
second march was called for March 9. This time King had everybody's attention, but when he
led a group of 1500 across Pettus Bridge to face the waiting troopers, he knelt and prayed, and
then to almost everyone's surprise turned around and led the throng back across the bridge.
That evening three white ministers were attacked with clubs as they left a Selma restaurant and
civil rights activist, Reverend James Reeb was killed. This second murder provoked a national
outcry and demonstrations in many cities. President Johnson, addressing a television audience
of 70 million, announced that he would bring a voting rights bill to Congress. A Federal Court
ruling cleared the way for a third march, and when Governor Wallace refused to provide
protection for the marchers, Johnson federalized the Alabama Mational Guard, ordering its
1800 men to secure the march, along with 2000 US Army troops, 100 FBI agents, and 100 Us
marshals. On Sunday, March 21, the Selma-to-Montgomery March finally got underway.

The March to Montgomery

On Sunday morning March 21, four thousand people gathered at Brown's Chapel in Selma and
hit the road for Montgomery. SNCC chairman John Lewis recalled: "You had to go--it was
more than an ordinary march. To me there was never a march like this one before, and there
hasn't been once since...It was the sense of community moving there, and as you walked you
saw people coming, waving, bringing you food or bringing you something to drink...You didn't
get tired, you really didn't get weary." The Alabama troopers were nowhere to be seen; the
marchers were guarded by Army and Mational Guardsmen. For five days they marched,
through rain and sunshine, wind and warmth. The singing and chanting were almost constant,
and from out of the fields and along the country roads came troops of Alabama black people
to clap and stare in rapt astonishment at a sight they never thought they'd see.

Source: takestockphotos.com

As a photographer, | walked backwards for
five days, watching events unfold through
my camera lenses. This was a march for
ordinary people, not the leaders. Northern
activists and intellectuals mixed easily with
people from rural Alabama. In this spirit, |
photographed two women throughout the
march: Iris Jones, a housewife from
suburban Philadelphia, and Doris Wilson,

a teenage mother from Selma. At night we
slept on the ground in tents that magically
appeared and ate food prepared by armies
of volunteers working anonymously to
support the march.

-Matt Herron

Matt Herran, 2013



On Thursday morning the marchers entered Montgomery, 25,000 strong, amid a sea of
American flags and banners. They filled the avenues and flooded up to the State Capitol
building where a grandstand had been erected and speeches were delivered. Rosa Parks spoke
along with the usual leadership, and Joan Baez sang, while from behind shuttered blinds in the
Capitol, Governor Wallace watched.

Aftermath

Immediately following the march, volunteers began driving carloads of foot-weary
marchers back to Selma. Viola Liuzzo, a white housewife from Detroit, was one of these
volunteers, and on a lonely stretch of highway 80 she was overtaken and gunned down by
Klansmen. One of the men in the Klan car was later discovered to be an FBI informant.
Liuzzo's death gave further impetus to the Voting Rights Bill, which wound its way through
Congress and finally reached President Johnson's desk on August 6th, 1965. Passage of the bill,
a major milestone for the Civil Rights Movement, was certainly hastened by the Selma March,
but it did not by any means end racial discrimination in the South (or the Morth). It did allow
blacks to register and vote in swelling numbers, however, and this brought real political
change, particularly at the local level. By the following summer, 2,000 blacks had registered to
vote in Dallas County. Sheriff Jim Clark was thrown out of office, and over the next decade
black sheriffs were elected in virtually every Deep South County where black voters achieved
a majority. The Bill began to gradually affect politics at higher levels, too, as movement leaders
began to refocus on gaining and using political power. Julian Bond moved into the Georgia
Statehouse. John Lewis was elected to Congress. Marion Barry became Mayor of Washington.
Andrew Young was appointed Ambassador to the UN, and then elected Mayor of Atlanta. By
1984, black mayors had been elected in 255 US cities.

Source: takestockphotos.com
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Mrs. Jane Jackson takes the voter registration cath, Matt Herron & 1965



FORCES FOR CHANGE: Local Civil Rights Activists

This photography display (located in the ArtRage Gallery windows) honors our local Civil Rights Activists.
The people shown here are only a fraction of the Central New York residents involved in local and national
organizing during the Civil Rights Movement. We pay tribute to their dedication, compassion, and courage as
they worked, and still work, to transform our society into one of equality and justice.

Row I (top) (L to R): Bishop Tom Costello, Pete Wirth, Betty Bone Schiess, Marshall Nelson, Mary Ann Zeppetello

Row 2 (L to R): Jerry Berrigan, Ann Tussing, John Brulé, Charles Goldsmith, Kathleen Kelly (formerly Maryknoll nun
Sister Rose Maureen)

Row 3 (L to R): Liz Page, Dr. William Schiess, Akosua Valerie Woods, Walt Shepperd, Judge Langston McKinney
Row 4 (L to R): Rev. Roosevelt Baums, Ella Mae Potter, Roko Sherry Chayat, Rev. LeRoy Glenn Wright, Delores Brulé
Row 5 (L to R): John Murray, Monsignor Charles Fahey, Louis Kriesberg, Dale Tussing, Mark Briggs

Read short biographical statements about each activist; use the following link:

http://artragegallery.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Local Civil Rights Activists bios.pdf




In the 1960’s national attention was focused on the extreme racial discrimination in the South and many CNY
residents felt compelled to travel South to lend their support to the Movement. Northern cities such as
Syracuse faced challenges as well, such as housing discrimination, lack of educational opportunities, and very
few African Americans employed in both the public and private sector.

One focus of activist organizing was Urban Renewal. City planners wanted high-rises and a cultural center in
downtown Syracuse and to do so they would demolish the 15" ward, the predominantly black neighborhood.
In 1962, Syracuse University Professor George Wiley founded the Syracuse Chapter of the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) consisting of professors, students and local residents. CORE was active in challenging the
demolition of the 15" Ward, and also took on the Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation who had just 20
African American employees out their|6,000 employees in New York State. After protests and pickets,
Niagara Mohawk agreed to change their hiring practices.

The Catholic Interracial Council (CIC) was also very active in the fight against racial discrimination. Inspired by
the vision of Father Charles Brady, the CIC worked with others involved in Civil Rights issues and in 1963
organized a bus from Syracuse to the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.

In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson launched the “War on Poverty” and federal money was granted for
poverty-fighting efforts around the country through the Economic Opportunity Act (EOA). Syracuse
University, through the School of Social Work, created the Community Action Training Center (CATC)
received federal funding from the EOA. The program was designed to train students and community members
to help organize the poor to help themselves out of poverty. CATC hired Saul Alinsky, the founder of modern
community organizing, to hold weekly seminars with students on organizing theory. The CATC was
controversial, and local political leaders feared their success. The CATC was discontinued by Syracuse
University in 1965.

Also during this time, EOA funds were given Syracuse’s Crusade for Opportunity. The Crusade for
Opportunity later became P.E.A.C.E. Inc.

ArtRage Gallery is honored to recognize these local citizens who participated in movements for justice and
social change.

Portraits by Bob Gates, ArtRage Gallery, Board of Directors, CORA Foundation; Text by Kimberley McCoy, ArtRage
Gallery, Community Engagement Organizer.
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